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Islamic City Outline 
 
Medium: Davidson Domain, Omeka, and Neatline  
 
While SketchUp provides a medium to physically recreate a city with details, using 
Omeka/Neatline system allows a “tourist” to explore on their own. With Neatline, the system and 
project becomes more accessible for people to see and understand without a human guide.  
 
Additionally, the use of Neatline creates a space for future projects and information to be added 
on the map. For example, although our project will focus on the city of Istanbul, information 
could be added about any other city in Turkey or any other country.   
 
Lastly, we believe the final product will be more aesthetically pleasing.  
 
City Purpose 
 
Our project will display critical religious spaces (churches, mosques, and temples) and non-
religious spaces that various religious communities—primarily Christians, Muslims, and Jews—
occupy.  
 
Questions  
 

- What is the visual relationship between religious quarters/shops and corresponding sacred 
spaces? 

- Is an “Islamic City” ever completely Islamic? What is the meaning of “Islamic City”? 
- How do non-Muslims influence or support and “Islamic City”? 
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Website/Digital Project Outline  
Final Product: http://www.islamiccity.kaylaalexandra.com/neatline/show/istanbul 
 
Davidson Domains  
 

1. We registered the domain kaylaalexandra.com through Davidson Domains 
(https://domains.davidson.edu) and created a subdomain islamiccity.kaylaalexandra.com 

2. We decided to use the web-publishing platform Omeka for our project in order to 
combine written/video/audio information with spatial mapping .  

 
Installing Omeka on a Mac 

1. Find Omeka on the applications section of your Davidson Domain Dashboard 
2. Select “Install this application” 

 
Downloading/Installing Neatline 

1. Download Neatline and save the download to a folder/desktop 
2. Zip the folder: Control click on the file and select “Compress ‘Neatline’” 
3. On the Dashboard of your Davidson Domain, select “File Manager” 
4. In File Manager, open the “public_html” folder 
5. Within the folder, select your Omeka page (should be the same title as the project you are 

working on) 
6. Within the folder, select and open “plugins” 
7. Select upload at the top of the page 
8. Upload the compressed neatline folder 
9. Select the uploaded “neatline” folder and click “extract” from the top of the page  
10. From the admin page of your Omeka site, select plugin (upper right of header) 
11. Find the Neatline plugin and select “install” then “activate” 

 
*Changing Theme in Neatline 

1. Downloaded Dave McClure’s Neatlight theme to replace the default theme 
2. From the GitHub page, select the green “Clone or Download” button 
3. Save zip download 
4. Upload download to file manage through Davidson Domain following the same 

instructions outlined in “Dowloading/Installing Neatline” BUT upload to Themes instead 
of Plugins  

5. Select Appearance from the header of Omeka admin site 
6. Find Neatlight theme 
7. Select “Use this Theme”  

 
Adding Neatline Plugins: Waypoints & SIMILE Timeline 
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1. In order to add additional Neatline plugins, follow the same steps outlined in the 

Downloading/Installing Neatline section 
2. For our project we installed the following plugins:  

a. SIMILE Timeline 
b. Waypoints 
c. Text 

 
Adding SketchUp videos to Neatline  

1. Find 3D images through 3D Warehouse on SketchUp 
2. Create animation of the buildings by creating scenes 
3. Add trees and people to add scale to buildings 
4. Export animation and upload to video site like Vimeo or Youtube 
5. Embed video link in Neatline text. 

 
Adding/Embedding Sound to Neatline 
 

- Create SoundCloud account 
- Record a voice-over using Voice Memos on the iPhone 
- Upload voice-over to SoundCloud  
- Use embed link to add voiceover to a Record on Neatline  

 
Creating a Color Key in Neatline  

1. Open HTML editor  
2. Change colors using : <font color = “hex code”>  words</font>  

 
Removing borders 
We chose to remove borders from the Jewish/Christian quarters because these were not spaces 
that adhered to strict boundaries. There were no walls separating the quarters, so the shapes 
without borders is a more visually accurate representation. 
 

- In the record, under Style, make the “stroke opacity” zero (0) 

 
Stacking/Layering in Neatline 
In order to effectively show religious spaces in specific quarters, you must utilize the “Z-index” 
function in neatline to correctly stack shapes on the map.  

- In order to put shapes in a specific order, number the images you are stacking 
- An image with a Z-index “2” will sit above an image with a Z-index “1”  

 
Color Choices 
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- We set out to make our project accessible by using Universal Design of Language (UDL) 
- However this would make it hard to have enough colors to differentiate between specific 

areas and buildings 
- We chose to make the colors stronger and brighter to aid in viewing 
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